
 

 

     FREE GUIDE: How to Create a YouTube Channel (Step-by-Step for Beginners) 
       By Bart @ YouTube SEO Academy 
       Updated for 2025 

 
        Introduction 
Are you dreaming of becoming a YouTuber but have no idea how to start? 
Do you feel overwhelmed by the tech setup, Gmail account, or channel customization? 
This guide is for YOU. 
In this simple step-by-step guide, you'll learn how to create a brand-new YouTube channel 
from scratch — the right way — so you can finally share your ideas with the world and grow 
your channel into something impactful and potentially profitable. 

 
            Step 1: Create a Gmail Account 
You need a Google account to create a YouTube channel. You can use your present gmail 
account, but for some security reasons, it is often better to create a dedicated email for your 
channel. You can follow the instruction below to open one. Go to gmail.com. 

1. Click “Create Account.” 
2. Follow the instructions to set up your Gmail. 

o Preferably, use a dedicated email address for your channel. 
o For privacy, avoid using your personal email. Watch this video 

[https://youtu.be/FygzoYPLfwQ] 

     Tip: Don’t want to use your phone number? Search for “Gmail without phone verification” 
methods or watch this video [https://youtu.be/3j6i1-jOZYo]. 

 
      Step 2: Open YouTube & Create Your Channel 

1. Go to youtube.com and log in with your Gmail. 
2. Click your profile icon in the top right corner. 
3. Select “Create a Channel.” 
4. Enter your desired channel name. 
5. Upload a profile picture (you can change it later). 
6. Click “Create Channel.” 

   Your YouTube channel is now LIVE! 

 
      Step 3: Customize Your Channel 
Click the “Customize Channel” button to make it look professional. 
a) Add a Banner Image:  

• Recommended size: 2560 x 1440 pixels.  
• Use Canva or any free design tool. 
• Upload your banner under the “Branding” tab. 

https://youtube.com/


 

 

b) Set Your Channel Description: 
Explain what your channel is about. Example: 
“Helping beginners launch and grow successful YouTube channels with tutorials, tips, and 
tools.” 
c) Choose a Custom Handle: 
This will become your channel’s unique URL. (e.g., youtube.com/@YourName) 

 
   Step 4: Add Links, Email & Watermark 

• Add Social Media Links (Facebook, Instagram, etc.) 
• Contact Email – for business inquiries. 
• Video Watermark – upload a “Subscribe” PNG that shows in all your videos. 

 
   Step 5: Organize Channel Layout (Home Page) 
Under the Layout tab: 

• Add sections like: 
o Uploads 
o Created Playlists 
o Popular Videos 

• Reorder them to show your best content first. 
Why this matters: It makes your channel look active even with few videos. 

 
    Step 6: Set Channel Settings 
Go to Settings > General, Channel, Advanced Settings: 
a) Choose Your Country 
Set your country for accurate analytics and monetization. 
b) Add Keywords 
Include keywords that describe your channel: 

• how to grow on YouTube 
• YouTube tutorials for beginners 
• YouTube SEO tips 
• names of popular creators in your niche (e.g. Think Media, MrBeast) 

c) Set Audience: 
Select: “No, my channel is not made for kids.” 
(Important for monetization and recommended videos.) 

 
   Step 7: Verify Your Phone Number 
To unlock features like: 

• Videos longer than 15 minutes 
• Custom thumbnails 



 

 

• Live streaming 
1. Go to Settings > Feature Eligibility 
2. Verify using your phone number 
3. Enable Intermediate & Advanced features 

 
    Step 8: Upload Defaults & Video Settings 
Under Settings > Upload Defaults: 

• Set your default video visibility to Private 
• Add default tags, descriptions, and language 

This helps maintain consistency and saves time during uploads. 

 
     Step 9: Community Settings 
Block spam & offensive comments by: 

• Going to Settings > Community 
• Adding blocked keywords (e.g. profanity, spam links) 
• Managing moderators if you have helpers 

 
              Step 10: Preview Your Channel 
Click your profile and select “Your Channel” 
You can now view how your channel appears to visitors. 

 
                Congratulations! 
You’ve just created your YouTube channel from scratch — and set it up like a pro. 
Whether you’re starting to share tutorials, music, vlogs, or educational content, you’re now 
ready to begin your content creation journey. 

 
     What’s Next? 

     Watch Part 2: 
“How to Upload & Optimize Your First YouTube Video for Success” 
(Insert link here) 

     Download Free Resources: 
• YouTube Thumbnail Templates 
• Channel Branding Checklist 

 
Wishing you resounding success in your YouTube journey! 
Subscribe to my channel for more. Click here: https://youtube.com/@youtubeseolab-
p7f?si=D6A_3ohLHPWX6IBN?sub_confirmation=1 


